COMMONTZALTH BURZAU_OF C2NSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA. 4.C.T. 
MONTHLY BULLETIN OF UNEM°LOYMENT «ND SICKNESS BUNSFITS STTISTICS. 
NO. 23 3 FOBRUARY, 1948. 


ae GENERAL 


This bulletin, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician, 
(lire S. R. Carver) covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Services 
Consolidation Act, 1947, for the month of February, 1948 and the eight months ended 
Februery, 1948. This information has been compiled from data made available by 
the Department of Social Services. 


Tho Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have beon interrupted through uncmplayment or tomporcry incapacity. It 
also provides snother class of benefit - designated Special Benefit - which gives 
assistance to persons on account of some special circumstances, and to those porsons 
who connot comply with tho statutory requirements rolating to unemployment or 
sicknoss benefit, and who are proventod from oerning a livelihood and sre in nocd. 


The numbor of rocipicnts of boncfit docs not ombrace tho total unomploymont 
and sickness in the community. Unomployment or sicknoss of loss than soven deys' 
duretion is not covered due to the provision in the act of « "waiting period" of 
this longth of time during which no benefit is payeble. Permanent incapacity is 
not included as this is covored by the Age and Invelid soction of the Socisnl Services 
Consolidation Act 1947. Tho application of a "means test" excludes another group 
from benofit. Tho inclusion of claims rojocted - sce Scetion 8 - complotes tho 
coverago of all porsons applying for bonefit, irrespectivo of whether thoir cleims 
are approved or rojoctod. 


The number of "porsons on bonofit" in this bulletin rolatos to principsl 
bonoficiarics who would normelly be brcecdwinnors. Dopondants of such boneficisrios 
are not includod. 


The dotsils given in Soctions 4, 6 snd 7 refer to edmittences end exits 
notified during the poriod shown and not to sdmiticncos cand oxits which actually 
occurrod during tho poriod. 


Due to delay in the recoipt of information in rospoct of soms bonoficisrics 
tho figures are preliminary and subjoct to revision. This applics particularly to 
exits, end results in persons on bonefit et the end of the letter months boing 
overstatod. 


ae BENEFITS PAID 
Tho benefits paid in respect of each clsess of bonofit in coach State 
during February, 1948 and the cight months ended February, 1948, ars shown in 
following table. 


AMOUNT OF BENSFITS 2/ID DURING FEBRUARY, 1948 AND THE 
SIGHT MONTHS 2NDBD FSBRUARY, 1948 : STATES. 


Bonofits paid during | Bonofits paid during cight 


Fobruar 1948. months endod Februar 1948 


Sickness Scan! Sickness | Spccial 
ae é | Lee oli eae £e ee j 
N.sGW. (a) o 225796 1,048 27,811 52,018 | 208,344 6,119 |266,481 
Victoria  s. 2 | 14,899 791116,422|| 14,335 | 140,043] 41,2421165,620 
Quoonsland .. 14,432 795136 ,987 || 129,710 | 73,614 5 4621208 ,786 
S.Aust.(b) «. 5 805 319| 6,334 3,561 | 53,262 2,498] 59,321 
WeAustrelia.. 4,391 329| 6,897] 31,071] 39,600 3,123] 73,854 
Tasmania ee 3435 234} 3,829 1: Zedaa 26,674 1,554! 30,562 
TOTAL: 65,756 |  34546]98,286 1) 233,028! 541,597] 29,998 1804,623 
(a) Includos Austrclian Capital Torritory. 
(b) Includos Northern Torritory. 
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The following table shows for the years 1945-46 and 1946-47, and for 
the months February, 1947 to February, 1948, the number of claims admitted and 
discontinued and persons remaining on benefits= 


CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT e¢ 


YEARS 1945-46 AND 1946-47 AND MONTHS FROM FEBRUARY, 1947. 
TO FSBRUARY, 1948. 


AUSTRALIA, 


Sickness Special | Total | 
Males \Females | Males jFemales 
CLATMS ADMITTED 
Year 1945-46 & i i 200 ; 98,875 
"1946047 , 335 119,674 - 
1947 = 
February B 3 e 9,434 
March J 5 9,852 
April 75665 
May : 4 94444 
June 4 3 : 6 592 
July ; 8,275 
August : 8,095 
September 1 d 
October 
Novemper oe 
December (a).. 
1948 - 
January (a) .- 
Februar a 


Period 


Year 1945-46 3879 | 11,9 86 | 
"1946-47 43 5388 210 118, 498/15, 554 134, 052 
1947 = 
February 3336 920} 10,737 
March 4,318 P 1,336] 13,041 
April Ne 3,365 1,063 9,719 
May 4,803 1,484] 12,389 
June 3,796 | 1,131} 8,806 
July 4,905 2 1,440] 9,752 
August 5,812) 3 1,677} 10,857 
September oe 4,598) J 1,384} 8,215 
October ee 4 ood ; 8,312 
November oe 5 4467 : 9,342 
December (a).. 3,195 : 5 5342 
1948 - | 
January (a) .. 4,354} 1,297 9,393 
3,195 | 892 7,565 


February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October oe 

November oe 

December (a).. | ; 4 15373 
1948 - 

January (a) . 11,365 

Fobruary (je 2 13,923 





(a) Subject to Revision. 





- 3. 
4. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 


(i) Duration: The number of weeks during which benefit was paid for oach 
of the cases of benefit whoso discontinuances was notified during February, 1948, 
and the eight months onded February, 1948, is shown in the following table:- 


DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUZD DURING FEBRUARY, 1948, 
SND THE SIGHT MONTHS ENDED FEBRUARY, 1948 % AUSTRALIA. 


RuSsOMNGS 
Duration February, 1948, | Hight months ended February 
4 of Bonefit 1948, 


Un em~ : ‘ Unem- |_. : 
plo at Sicknoss |Special |Totel || ployment |Sickness Special} Total 


i] 


Weeks 
Less than i 
i and under 


27 end over 
TOTAL: 





Tho following table shows for discontinuances notified 
during Fobruary, 1948 and the eight months snded February, 1948 the porcontage 
distribution according to specifisd durations of benefit:- 


BENEFITS DISCONTINUZD DURING FSBRUARY, 1948 AND THE 2ZIGHT 
MONTHS SNDED FSBRUARY, 1948 - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
ACCORDING TO DUR/TION : AUSTRALIA. 











: ‘ Hight months ended February 
Duration February, 1948. 1948, 


of Benefit ; ; z Unom= j{ .. q ee 
Sickness ; Special | Total j]_4) ene | Sickness Special} Total 


Weeks 
27 and over 
" 













(ii) Roasons for Cessation: The reasons for torminating benefits whose 
discontinuance was notified during Fobruery, 1948 and tho oighs months cndod 
February, 1948 are shown below:- 


RSiSON FOR CSSS.TION OF 
FEBRUARY 9 


NEFITS DISCONTINUSD DURING 
THS S_ ENDED ) FSBRU_ RY, 1948, 


SND 1 TH: . SIGHT 1 _ MON’ 
A USTRALIA. 


1948 












1948. 









Reason for Cessation 


7 
February, 1948. Ls 


















Unemployment {| Sicanes 
Persons| 7% _ [Rersone [Por 
Employment secured or resumed) 1,660 | 52.24] 2,445 | 53 =a Ale a 
Incapacity terminatod oe nee 34 
Failure to report (a) Pe as 230 | 368. 10 99 
Trensfer to another benefit | | 
covered by tho Act aie 78 2.46 72 | 
Statutory ago limit (b) .. 6 | 0.25 6 | 
Permanent incapacity (c) .. 19 0.60} 4153 { 
Transfer to Rehabilitation | 
Allowance oe 3 0.09} LOS 
Death cael 3 | 0,04 68 | 
Transfor to another district 41 Lead SAL 
Other ee 436 | 425d yl 





TOTAL: 





eee cree ter nee: em A ta 








(a) In most of theso cases the beneficiary has rosu: 
Department of Social Servicos. (>) Includes transfer to Age Pensions. 

(c) Includes transfer to Invalid Pensions. 

1948, 


5. PERSONS ON ON Ba Nari? AT PND OF FEBRUARY, 1948. 


Totel Porsons 


i) Proportion per 10,000 in Muployrent: 
28th February, 1948, to the estimated nusbcr of 
67 per 10,000 comprising 26 unemployment, 37 sickness 


The following tablo shows the proportion for males 






APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS 


“pin 10,000 WAGE END SALARY = 


ad LOyio= ee 


a Unc, 
per 10,000 males 35 


Per 10,000 fomales 4 
pcr 410,000 persons 





INT 3 AUSTRALIA 








“NO. On, be. Jere in omployment 


vs ickne ne) i 





Proportion 





74 
47 


Males 


Females 
Persons 


(ii) State Totals : The following table shows the 
Stato in receipt of benofit at 28th Fobruary, 10463- 





NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH FMBRUARY, 1948 : STATES. 


a Re A A Sm NRE SN er 


pence s { 


peter ome 


‘Fomalos | Melos 
pee ete 














N.SeW. (a) 866 | 
Victoria ae ey | 
Queensland ve 325 | 
SeAustralia(b).. ial | 
WeAustralia 209 | 
Tasmania oer see 
Lag 2,429 285 fe eirgie le Ge: 





TOTAL: 





Includes ustralian Capital Territory. 


Includes Northern Torritory. 


Hight months ended February 


4088) oan 
j { ’ 
By arce! | 400.00} 4,949 160.00}; 20,044 100.00 46,119)200 ,00 


| Total | 


number of persons in cach 





4. 







ned employment without advising the 


The proportion of persons on benefit at 
eaplovoeos in employment was approximately 
and 4 special cases per 10,000, 


and females separstely:- 








3,279 | 17,192 





° ay 
(iii) Ages; Distribution of persons on benefit at 28th February, 1948, 
according to age groups is shown in the following table:- 


GROUPED AGE : PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH FEBRUARY, 1948. 
AUSTR:.LIA. 






Grouped Age 
(as at 31st Dec. 


1947, Males | Fomales 


Unemployment Sickness 





Males ‘Females} Persons 





16 - 19 years 98 5148 540 9 34 
20-24 " 78 | 716 575 28 88 
25 = 29 ”" 23 | 524 282 21 75 
a0 = 34 18 584 | 190 A 56 
35 - 39 A £5 608 ; 169 20 | 59 
40-44 * 13 710 | 181 7 63 
45-49 " 18 798 204 5 66 
50 = 54 =" 10 783: 160 2 62 
55-59 1" 76 993 | 125 7 | 34 
60 years and | 
over 4 {| 895 ;j 2 62 | 20 
TOTALS 6,499 | 293 17,129! 2,429 | 285: 557 |43,943| 3,279 | 17,192 
6. UNEMPLOYMENT - CLALiS ADMITTED DURING F2BRUARY, 1948 AND ‘ItHZ SIGHT MONTHS 





ENDED FEBAUARY, 1948 ND PSRSONS ON BiNSFIT AT ZND OF FSBRUARY, 1948. 





(i) Cause of Unemployment: The following tablo analyses tho reasons for 
termination of omployment as stated by porsons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during Fobruary, 1948 and the cight months ondod Februsry, 1948 and by 
those who wore on bonofit at 28th Fobruary, 1948. 


Dischargos and lay-offs aro soparetions on tho initiative of the cm- 
ployer, the broad distinction bcing that 4 discherge is final and there is no 
likolihood of tho person being ro-ongaged, ct least in the near futurc. & ley-off 
is a separation of a temporary neture with tho idea that the job will bo awailable 
again for the cmployes as soon as circumstances permit. Quits are separations 
which take place on the initictive of the employee. 


CAUSE OF UNHMCLOYM@NT 3 CLAIMS ..DMITTED, HTC. DURING FSBRUGRY, 1948 LND THE 
EIGHT MONTHS GND =D FSBRUARY, 1948 3 .USTRALTA, 


Admitted during, On Bonefit at 
8 months endcd] 28th February, 
February, 1948 1948. 


Admitted during: 
Causo of Unomployment | Fobrusry, 1948, 


Discharged or Laid Off - 





Disciplinary roasons oe 1 2 Le: ef 
Inefficioncy, including modical | 
unfitnoss <6 66 1 743 37 
rower retioning oie 1 | = eal ana 
Shortage of matcrials oe 538 31 Peo od 
Strikos and lock-outs oe | 25496 132 2734 4134 
Scasonal Work se | bg O08 als 4,182 28 
Casual work site 38 6 3126 47 
Othor including inadoquatoly defined .. 493 27 3,622 175 
Quittod «= 
Modical unfitnoss work too hoavy ot 272 27 | 2209 220 
Othor quits, including inadoquatoly 
dofinod 5 139 14 | 1,203 17 
Not provi.ously cmoloyed - 1 
Bmployer's, workcrs on own account ais 42} 1 | 470 2 
Bx-servi,co personnel not yot rcturned | | 
to work oe 18 | mh 212 | “4 
Othor o- 3) oo] Sit 32 
1 


TOTAL: 15,428; 262 19,995 | 830 16,499! 293 


» be 


(ii) Industrial Groups: In the following statement is shown the distrib- 
ution,according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during February, 1948 and the eight months erded February, 1948, and of 
those on benefit at 28th February, 1948:;- 


UNEMPLOYMENT - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING FZBRUARY, 1948. 


— 


AND THH SIGHT MONTHS ENDED FEBRUARY, 1948 : AUSTRALIA, 













On Benefit at 
28th February 
1948 
Females 


| Admitted during | Admitted during| 


Industry in which last engaged February, 8 months ended 
ORES | 1948 | Fobruar 


; Males | Females ;| Males {Females 



















Males 


Agriculture, rastoral & Dairying.. 2939 
Other Primary Production oe 245 
| Coal Mining si 482 
345 


Factories and Industrial « 
Founding, @nginecring, motel- 





Other Mining and Quarrying ene 
working including shipbuilding 926 
Vehicles, including aircraft ate 419 
Textiles and articles of dress .. 156 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 3,469 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. axe 423 
| Other factorios, including hcoat, 
| light and power ae 728 
Building end Construction ae 25820 
Transport and Communication me 3,032 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and rotail treado oe 1,441 
Finance and property oe if 
Public Administration and Pro- 
fossional oe L200 
cersonal end Domostic Servico sal 910 
Vthor se 2243), 
i 
TOTAL: 19,995 





Distribution by Statos of malcs im receipt of unemployment benefit <t 
28th Februcry, 1948, in tho principsl industrial groups is shown in the following 
cable c= 


c 


UNEMPLOYMENT & INDUSTRIAL GROUPS = MALES ON BSNBFIT AT 28TH FEBRUARY, 1948 + STATES. 


| W TAS. { AUST. 























rorsonal and Domestic Service aie 





t Se leas 
| Agriculturo, Pastoral, otc. : 1,231 
Other rrimary, including mining .. 136 | 
Hnginoering, etc. including 
vehiclos oe 4 158 | 
Food, Drink, otc. Factorios A 10 1,463 
j Other Factorios oe 8 190 
PRadtdane and Construction oe 10 652 
' Transport and Communication ae 12.) 1,173 | 
Commerce and Finance An 13 2504: 
Frublic Administretion and Pro- i | 
fossional oe 190 
| 
q 





TOTAL 22ND FEBRUARY, 1947: 
(a) Includes Australian Capital Torritory. 
(b) Includcs Northern Torritory. 





a 





o Te 
(iii) Motropoliten ond Other: Ldmissions to unomploymont bonofit notified 
during the eight months ended February, 1948, and the persons on benefit at 28th 
February, 1948, are dissected into "Motropolitan" and "Othor" Districts (based on 
the usual place of residence of the beneficiary) in tho following table:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF UNSMCLOYMINT BENEFICIARIES BET’SEN METROPOLITAN 

AND OTHER DISTRICTS (&) : STATES. 
Claims admitted during cight On Bonefit at 
months ended Februar 1948, 28th Fobruar 1948. 


Metropolitan ; Other | Metropolitan Other 


fiisles Fomales | Malos [Fomalos iialos| Females [males | Females] 
738 | 19 ary fey 182 | 153] 6 291 50 























New South Wales 

















Victoria aT: 54 
Queensland oe 
South fustralia (c) .. 
Vesterm sustrelia AG 
Tasmania ve 










TOTAL: ! 

Metropolitan comprises the regions administored from Capital City and Suburban 
district officos of the Departmonts of Social Sorvices or Labour and National Services 
(Employment Service). In N.S.W.,y tivorpool is included in "Othor",. INS Lone 
Ldslaido and in W.A., Fremantlo and Midland Junction aro included in "Mctropolitan". 
(bo) Includes Australien Capital Torritory. {c) Includes Northorn Torritory. 








Te SICKNESS - CLbIMS ADMITTED DUKING FEBRULRY, 1948 sND TH SIGHT MONTHS ENDED 
FEBRUARY, 1948 ND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT UND OF FEBRUARY, 1948. 


(i) Metropolitan and Othor: Sickness bonofits whose admission Was notifiod 
during tho cight months ondod Fobruary, 1948, and thoso current at 28th Fobruary, 1948, 
are dissected into "Motropolitan" and "Othor" districts (based on tho usual placo of 
rosidonco of tho boneficiary), in tho following tablo:e- 


DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNSSS B&NBFICIGRIUS BETWEEN METROLOLITAN J.ND 
OTHER DISTRICTS (8 STATES. 


Claims admitted furing eight 
months ended February, 





New South Wales 
Victoria 
Quesnsland 
South Australia (c) 
Western Australia 
Tasmania i 
TOTALS ' : é Ly 165o st | 
1ii Includes N.T. 





(ii) Industrial Groups: Tho distribution according to main industrial 
groups, of porsons on sickness bonofit at 28th February, 1948, is shown in the 
following table:- 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS : PERSONS ON SICKNZSS BENEFIT AT 28TH FSBRUARY, 1948 : AUSTRALIA 


Industry in which last ongagod 

Agriculture, rastoral ena Dairying 

Other rrimary Production ae 
Coal wining ° 
Othor Mining and Querrying 
Factorios and Industrial - 

Founding, enginesring, motalworking, including shipbuilding 
Vehicles, including aircraft .. sre 
Toxtilos and articles of dress 

Food, drink and tobacco ave 

Furniture, woodwork, otc. ans 

Other Factories, including heat, light and powor 
Building and Construction ane 
Transport and Communication are 

Commerco and Finance - Wholesalo and rotail trado 

- Finance and property 

Public Administration end rrofessionsl 
rersonal and Domestic Service .. 

Other 





es Se 


(iii) Nature of Sickness: The following table shows the principal causes 
of sickness as stated on medical certificates of persons whose admission was 
notified during February, 1948 and the eight months ended February, 1948, and of 
those on, benefit at 28th February, 1948:- 


NATURE OF SICKNESS * CLAIMS ADMITT=D, ETC. DURING FEBRUARY, 1948 
AND THs BIGHT MONTHS ENDED FSBRUARY, 1948 : AUSTRALIA, 












Admitted during 
February, 
1948. 






Admitted during! On Benefit at 
eight months ;{ 28th February, 
ended Feb. 1948.) 





Nature of Sicknoss 








Infoective and Parasitic Diseascse. 
Cancor oy 
Other Tumours oe 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
and Vitamin=-Deficicncy Discases.. 
Discasos of = 

Blood and Blood-forming Organs .. 
Norvous Systom and Sonse Organs.. 


Circulatory Systom oe 
Respiratory Systom oe 
Digostive Systom ee 
Gonito-Urinery Systom oe 
Prognancy, Childbirth, otc. ee 
Skin and Cellular Tissuo ave 


Bones and Organs of Movement ee 
Othor Discases (including I1l- 





definod conditions) ate 

Injuries and Acuto Poisoning - 

Fractures oe 

Othsr Injurics, otc. oe 

Operations (original disabiiity 
“not statod) es 

Other (Including not steted) Ae 

TOTAL: 1,498 | 35,922 






8. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENSFIT ANL CLAIMS REJHCTED 


Tho total number of applicants for benefit whosc claims wero notified 
during the eight months ended Februcry, 1948, snd those whosc claims werc notified as 
rejected during the samo period ero shown in tho table bolow. No further dissection 
of rejected claims has beon mado but it is hoped to oxtrect furthor information at a 
later dato. 


TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BZNEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTID - BIGHT MONTHS ENDED 
FEBRUARY, 1948 : STATES. 


Unemployment Sickness Special 


rail Percentage 
Total | Rejects a Totel {Ro jocts Total | Rejects Rojects 
Gisina Claims! Claims | to total 


N.S.W. (a) 

Victoria 

Qtld. 

Beha. Cb) 

W eA Py 

Tasmania 

TOTAL: | 35,225 | 54,187 7,993 | 3,359 ee || 
(a) Includos Australian Capital Territory. 
(bo) Includes Northern Territory. 





5 -R.CARVER 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 





CQMMONWEALTH BURZ.U OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 


CANBERRA. &£.C malics 24TH MAY, 1948. 


